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	Level
	Activities
	Assessment

	Creating
	Built upon information gathered from resources to formulate essential, unit, and content questions.
	Sample questions formulated followed the correct format for each type of question.

	Evaluating
	Shared with team members individual sources found, critiquing and defending the validation of each source.
	Each resource was proven valid and used for creating this assignment.

	Analyzing
	Examined the basis of all three types of questions and developed a common relationship between the three questions.
	The common relationship that was found between the three questions proved correct.

	Applying
	Used and applied the information gathered to answer the questions provided.
	All questions were answered completely

	Understanding
	Finding internet sources, paraphrasing and summarizing information from sources.
	Information that was found from internet sources was presented correctly

	Remembering
	Listing and describing what was learned in previous classes about essential and unit questions
	The information about essential and unit questions was correct.
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Our objective for this project is to work collaboratively, to determine the relationship between essential, unit, and content questions.





                                               Does philosophy significantly impact human progress?





As humans are better able to understand how learning is acquired they develop self-awareness and question the world around them.  The act of questioning the world around them leads to improvements and human progress.





                                                     How does the nature of learning task affect learning?





The nature of a learning task affects learning because the more general the task the more it requires the learner to have a deeper understanding of the material.





                                          


The essential question should be an important and timeless question.  It should help focus on learning and it should drive critical thinking and further questioning to help develop a deeper meaning.  Essential questions can carry across multiple content areas and are open ended.  A unit question should assist the learner to help answer the essential question.  In addition these questions should guide the learners’ inquiry through the unit.  Content questions will assess students’ knowledge on specific unit skills.





Topic: Ecology


Essential Question: Essential Question:


Why is it important to learn about our ecosystems?


Who are some people who can benefit from the knowledge of ecology?





Unit Questions:


Why are decomposers important?


How do keystone species affect a food web?


How are photosynthesis and respiration similar and different?


Why is it important for water, nitrogen, and carbon to cycle?





Content Questions:


Would it be more or less efficient (in terms of energy) for organisms at the top of the food chain to eat the organisms at the base of the pyramid?


What are some ways that water can travel back into the atmosphere?


What are some different forms of nitrogen found in our environment?





All three types of questions are connected throughout the unit.  Essential questions are the questions that focus on broad overarching theme, which guide the learning objectives throughout the unit.  Unit questions begin to narrow down focus of the unit goals and assist the learner in answering the essential question.  Content questions assess the students’ knowledge on the goals and objectives for the unit.





Sources used: 


� HYPERLINK "http://www.ascd.org/publications/books/109004/chapters/What-Makes-a-Question-Essential%A2.aspx" �http://www.ascd.org/publications/books/109004/chapters/What-Makes-a-Question-Essential%A2.aspx�


This source is useful because it has examples of essential question for all subject areas, it details the relationship between and during understandings and essential questions.





� HYPERLINK "http://www.csus.edu/indiv/p/peachj/330ab/essential.html" �http://www.csus.edu/indiv/p/peachj/330ab/essential.html�- 


This resource is useful because its bulleted questions to explain what essential and unit questions are and gives examples of essential and unit questions





� HYPERLINK "http://www.cmu.edu/teaching/designteach/design/learningobjectives.html" �http://www.cmu.edu/teaching/designteach/design/learningobjectives.html� 


This site is useful because it linked all three types of questions and gave examples of each.





These resources 








